THE MAKING OF THE POPULAR FRONT
started, it became obvious how deep the divisions between the parties
still were, especially on matters of financial policy.
Even more important, however, than these signs that the Radicals
were beginning to see the advantages of joining a common front with
the Socialists and Communists was the Communist Party's final
decision to work for a Popular Front even more enthusiastically, and
without any of their previous reservations. This was already so
apparent at the meetings of the Delegation des Gauches at the beginning
of June that Leon Blum was forced to remark rather sourly that, when
Thorez spoke, "the Radicals even had the impression . . . that agree-
ment was easier with the Communists than with [the Socialists]".27
This sudden amiability of the Communists towards the bourgeoisie
was the direct result of Stalin's decision to seek some diplomatic agree-
ment with the West in order to resist Hitler. Barthou, before his
murder, had already begun to think in terms of reviving France's
traditional Russian allowance; and Laval, ever ready to take his allies
where he could find them, had so far followed up this policy as to go
to Moscow, and, on 2 May 1935, to sign an alliance between France
and the U.S.S.R. This was an important enough step, in any case; but
it was one that was temporarily extremely embarrassing to the Left in
France, not only because Stalin was signing an agreement with the
government they were devoting themselves to attacking, but also
because, in a communique issued after the talks, Stalin stated explicitly
that he *'understands and fully approves the policy of national defence
followed by France to maintain her armed forces at the level required
by her security". This was bound to cause consternation on the Left,
since one of the central points in their policy had for years been com-
plete opposition to the idea of national defence. But whatever crisis
of conscience the Communists may have privately undergone, within
three days of Stalin's pronouncement they had adopted this new line
without audible murmurs, and the streets were placarded with posters
proclaiming "Staline a raison". The Socialists, with greater intellectual
honesty, at first said that Stalin's declaration was most unfortunate,
although later they were ready to make a rather half-hearted exception
in favour of rearmament directed against German aggression,
The results of the new Communist line were rapidly seen. The first
place where they were registered was in fact die Socialist Party's
National Congress, which met at Mulhouse in the second week of
June, and which was dominated by the problem of unification of the
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